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Liam the Park Keeper

Meet Liam the park keeper

Liam the park keeper

Do you like being out in the open air? Liam does! He works
as a park keeper, which means he is outside all day long.
He can listen to the birds and look at the beautiful trees

and plants.

Liam has to keep his areas of the park looking their best for
visitors, especially the rose garden. It's a very demanding
job, but Liam enjoys it.
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This is the park where Liam works.
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Liam’s daily tasks depend on the weather and the time of
year.

His main tasks include:

) clearing away dead plants

) getting rid of weeds

) digging the soil

° putting in new plants

o keeping bugs under control

o cutting shrubs and clipping hedges
o raking up leaves

o cutting the grass.

Liam puts in new plants.
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Through the seasons

Liam’s jobs change throughout the seasons. Spring is the
time to care for the lawn and old flower beds. Flowers are
planted in spring ready for summer. From spring until
autumn, the grass needs to be cut once a week.

During summer, Liam’s main job is keeping the displays
looking their best. Flower beds are watered every day and
weeded. As the flowers grow old and fade away, Liam cuts
away the old parts.

In autumn, Liam plants bulbs ready for spring. He collects
fallen leaves and gives the lawn some well-needed
treatment.

In winter, he digs over the empty flower beds to keep the
soil in good condition. He also creates new beds. The
winter frost helps to break up the soil.
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What Liam likes about his job

For Liam, the very best part of being a park keeper is being
outside. Liam likes being outside and being active. He
would feel very restless if he had to sit at a desk all day.
Gardening keeps him fit, too.

Liam likes planting things and watching them grow. Every
day, he sees how the park’s visitors enjoy the gardens, and
this gives him a real sense of achievement. He also likes
being able to enjoy the park quietly in his spare time.

Liam enjoys time with the other park keepers. They do
many jobs as a team, and Liam likes being able to talk to
the others while he works.
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What Liam doesn’t like about his job

The weather can make Liam’s job much harder. There’s
snow and ice in winter, and it rains most of the year round.
Liam likes his job least in the middle of summer, when it
can be almost too hot to do anything.

Another problem is that it can be dirty work. It’s easy to get
cuts and scratches from the roses and other plants, and
there are itchy insect bites to worry about in the summer,
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Dora the Storer

Dora was a woman who liked things. She didn’t go out
looking but somehow she always spotted them, lost or
thrown away, just the very things she knew would come in
useful one day.

Birdcages and bookcases, bicycles and balls, Dora found
and kept them all. The one thing that Dora did not have was
space.

Dora had no space left in her house to put things. Dora had
no space to cook things. Dora had no space to sit or eat.

“I must find more space,” she said, as she clambered
carefully out of bed.
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Later that morning, a slip of paper squeezed in through the
letter box. Dora finally found her glasses and this is what
she read.:

JUMBLE SALE
FOR A VERY GOOD CAUSE
Bring all your old things
PLEASE BE GENEROUS

Come to the Village Hall on Saturday 20th May
from 1lam to 2pm.

Dora rushed around the house gathering up things she did
not want. “I must be generous,” she said. “| must take
everything. It is for a very good cause.”
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Dora put her things in an old pram and pushed it to and
from the jumble sale hall. But as time went on, it got harder
and harder to part with her precious finds. She could not
help sniffing when she said goodbye to the bicycles and
she cried as she wheeled away the lampshade.

Dora was exhausted when she got home. But when she
looked around her house, she was pleased to see that
there was so much space. There was also a lovely carpet
on the floor that she hadn’t seen for years.

But all that night, Dora couldn’t get to sleep. She lay in the
empty darkness thinking of all her precious things. She
was sure they must be feeling unloved and unwanted. She
could almost hear them calling to her, ‘Come back and
save us!’
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When the sun came up, Dora dressed quickly and raced up
to the hall. She could see her things through the window,
waiting to be sold.

“I'll get them back,” said Dora, “if | have to buy them all. At
least I'm the first in the line.”

Jumble
sale
today

Six hours later, Dora was still waiting. “Hello,” said a voice.
“Have you been here long?”

Dora turned to see awoman with a little boy smiling up at
her.

“I want to look too,” said the boy, so Dora lifted him up.

“Ooh, Mum!” he shouted. “There’'s a bike in there.”
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Then an old man hurried up and peered in through the
window too. “Look at that lampshade!” he cried. “Just what
| always wanted.”

More and more people joined the line and peeped in
through the window. They all saw things they wanted.
“How useful! How beautiful!” they cried.

Dora said nothing, but she began to smile.

When the doors were opened and everyone rushed in, Dora
was the first inside — but she didn’t buy a thing.

She just watched and smiled as all her things were sold,
and proudly pushed and carried off to their new homes.
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End of test
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